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      YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP. 

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              SUMMER VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
              “SonRock Kids Camp” 

                 MONDAY, JULY 13 – JULY 17 
                                      6:30PM – 8:45PM 

                             CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AGE 3 – JUNIOR HIGH 
                              EXTRA HELP PROVIDED BY THE SENIOR HIGH   

 
 
 
 

        See the article inside / call the Church for more                                   
information. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“IS YOUR GRASS GROWING?” 

 
 I don’t know about you, but keeping up with the lawn this spring has been somewhat of a 

chore!  Twice a week cuttings are not uncommon.  Dummy me!  What do you expect when you 
fertilize the lawn two or three times a year? Trying to get all those dandelions out of the lawn can 

be a daily task.  And, doing the trimming and weeding is another story.  Oh well, pretty soon 
school will be over for the summer and maybe we can get the kids to work on the lawn 
(wishful thinking). 

 
 But lawn work is not what I want to talk about.  While we all want our grass to grow 
and our properties to look presentable, how do you feel about your faith journey?  Is reading 
God’s Word twice a week for the same amount of time that it takes to mow your lawn 
somewhat of a chore?  It is more important than a finely cut lawn.  Like fertilizing the lawn, 
do you only show up for worship, two, three or four times a year?  Regular worship and 
praise will do wonders for your spiritual growth.  Do you take time each day to be in prayer for yourself and 
others and to praise God for the many, many blessings, including forgiveness of sin?  That part of your life is 
much more valuable than trying to get all the dandelions and weeds out of the lawn!  After all, we need to get 
rid of all that pollutes our minds and hearts.  And that monthly weeding of flower beds and trimming of the 
bushes – have you touched the life of another person by weeding out the excesses of your life and trimming that 
budget just a little so you can share your abundance with those less fortunate?   
  
 I’ve taken the liberty to relate some physical activities around  the house that improve the “looks” of our 
properties with some spiritual activities that are sure to enhance our faith journey and the relationship we have 
with the Lord and each other.  All I ask is that you think about the priorities you have established and honestly 
analyze whether you are spending enough time growing your faith verses growing and trimming your lawn! 
 
The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.”  In 1 Peter 3:15 we read: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  And in 2 Peter 3:18 we 
read: “…grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…” 
 
 Have a great summer … growing. 
 
 
 
       Pastor John 
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PASTOR:  Rev. John B. Shaffer 
Pastor John is available any time and can be 

reached at the numbers below, however, he does have 
weekly office hours.   Just to be sure he isn’t visiting an area  

hospital or someone at their home, you may wish to call in advance.    
Monday & Wednesday – 12:30pm – 3:30pm 
Tuesday & Thursday – 9:30am – 12:30pm 

Church:  215-536-7510 * Home: 215-538-2032 
                                            Cell:  610-413-1997 

 
 
 
OUR PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY are with Kris and Brenda Hoot as they mourn the loss of 
Kris’s father Paul; Stu Zomberg and family as they mourn the passing of Stu’s mother, Adele.  
Pray for Dorothy Cardell as she mourns the loss of her brother-in-law, and Mary Beth “Scotty” 
Latsha as she mourns the passing of her brother Charles.  PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY 
for Micah as he was deployed the end of May.  May God grant Micah and others serving in the 
military safety during their tour of duty.  Remember Justine as she remains stateside.  Make note of their new 
(temporary) address:  2589 Bougaineville Drive, Tarawa Terrace, N.C. 28543.  Arlene Grow was hospitalized 
and is now back at Cedar Brook in Allentown.  Please make note of her address and send her a card or pay her a 
visit:  350 S. Cedar Brook Road, Room D613, Allentown, Pa. 18104.  Chrystal Shaffer is home following 
several weeks at LifeQuest.  
A WARM WELCOME to Bill and Heidi Rosenberger and their children Dallas and Dustin.    Give them your 
warmest 1st Church welcome!  CONGRATULATIONS AND MUCH SUCCESS to Rose Fear who started a 
new job as a Therapist with the V.A. Medical Center in Coatesville, in the Acute Psych. Unit.   WAY TO GO 
… Madeline Dutterer’s gymnastics team entered competitions and made it to States.  Congratulations!  The 
pinewood cars, designed by the children who attended Pioneer Clubs this year, were on display in the church 
narthex.  Some of the designs were original and creative.  Ask Keith Donnelly to show you his car – if he didn’t 
already!   

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO INCLUDE IN THE “CHURCH FAMILY NEWS” section of 
The Beacon?  Perhaps news about your children and their achievements in school and/or sports?   We’re a 
FAMILY AND FAMILY ENJOYS SHARING in the joys and concerns of its members.  Just place a note in 
Pastor John’s mailbox or send an email.   

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS                  JUNE ANNIVERSARIES         
June 3 – Jacob Dutterer      June 3 – Aaron & Lisa Sassaman 
June 5 – Nathaniel Patton / Tracey Shearer / Bob Wert  June 5 – Greg & Cynthia Allen 
June 6 – Jeffrey Yorgey      June 10 – Nick & Melissa Royer 
June 8 – Jeff Haring      June 11 – John & Lisa Dutterer 
June 10 – Sarah Bryant / Jace Swavely    June 14 – Matthew & Jennifer Roth 
June 13 – Bill Howard / Alyssa Hunter    June 16 – Bill & April Odor 
June 15 – Micah Musselman     June 17 – Jeremy & Karin Holsinger 
June 16 – Benedict Patton          Art & Karen Steich 
June 18 – Audrey Waddell     June 29 – Glenn & Elaine Holsinger 
June 20 – Winfield Knechel 
June 21 – Karen Rupert 
June 24 – Helen Grey 
June 25 – Richard Schlicher / Kathy Troxell 
June 26 – Mary Hixson / Denny Menszak 
June 27 – Phyllis Foulke 
June 30 – Brittany Grow 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
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THREE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES …“Fruit of the Spirit” Bible Study, led by Juli 
Thomas, meets in Pastor John’s office.   They’re focusing on the fruit of “PATIENCE”.  Who can’t use a little 

more of that!!  It’s not too late to join in.  The Young Adult Class continues to study “Liquid” 
a DVD Bible Study.  It’s  not too late to catch up on this study.  This class of young adults 
(post senior high to about 35 years of age) would give you a warm welcome!  The class meets 
in the Chapel and the study leader is Keith Dieterly.  The Study of the Book of Daniel, is the 
focus for the senior adult class, which continues to grow in faith and numbers.  It’s also 
becoming a social group – they plan times of fellowship and fun.  Stop in the Library at 
9:00am and enjoy the study and fellowship.  This class is led by Helen Grey.   

 
CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH: 

A LOVING PRE-NURSERY (UNDER 3 YEARS) IS LED BY JOAN HANGEY  
CONNIE HOLSINGER TEACHES THE NURSERY CLASS (AGES 3 & 4) 

JUDY MENSZAK & TINA DIETERLY LEAD THE BEGINNERS CLASS (KDG & GRADE 1) 
LITTLE GLEANERS (GRADES 2 & 3) IS LED BY SANDY SHEARER & SUSAN SHAFFER 

SUNBEAM CLASS (GRADES 4 – 6) IS LED BY JEFF & WENDY VANDEGRIFT 
JUNIOR HIGH CLASS (GRADES 7 – 8) –  

LEADERSHIP IS SHARED BY AMANDA VANDEGRIFT & WENDELL WADDELL  
THE SENIOR HIGH CLASS (GRADES 9 – 12) –  

LEADERSHIP IS SHARED BY LISA & AARON SASSAMAN & BRIAN & HOLLY KELLY. 
 
PIONEER CLUBS last gathering was Wednesday, May 27th.  The grand finale was their 

pinewood car derby and ice cream social!  Special thanks to Keith Donnelly and Dale 
Stutzman for their hours of work preparing the cars for the race.  The children and youth 
did a great (and creative) job designing their cars and painting them.  Special thanks to Audrey 
Howard and Karen Steich, Pioneer Clubs Coordinators and to the adults who led the classes.  Be 
watching for information about the start of PIONEER CLUBS in the fall.  This year was a huge 

success and we look forward to seeing all of the children and youth again in the fall – and hopefully 
some new children.     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TWO MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDIES FOR ADULTS meet on Wednesday.  The morning study 
begins at 11:00am:  “If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” This 
study is coming to a close, but it’s not too late to join us.  It’s been a great study and very helpful, 
with a lot of sharing by those gathered.  On Wednesday, June3rd we’re taking a field trip to Camp 

Swatara to participate in “Senior Day”, but we’ll resume our study on the 10th.  The group is deciding what to 
study next – Be watching for more information on that!  (AGAIN, A SPECIAL NOTE to Ann and Harold, who 
treat us to donuts every Wednesday morning and to Pastor John who provides the coffee!) .   On Wednesday 
evening –during the summer months - beginning at 6:45pm, the adults gather for a time of prayer, followed by 
Bible Study - continuing the study of the Book of Proverbs.  Feel free to join us in the Chapel. 
 
WE’RE BLESSED WITH A TERRIFIC PUPPET MINISTRY and some adorable puppets.  The 
puppet stage is new and many from the congregation participate.  Led by Bill Odor, Keith Donnelly, 
and Wendell Waddell, relative lessons of faith and guidance are presented the second Sunday of the 
month.  Some of the lessons are originals written by members of the puppet ministry.  On Mother’s 
Day, the puppet lesson was presented by some of the youth of our church:  Ashley and Kale Donnelly, 
and Becca and Stephanie Waddell.  They did a terrific job and the younger children (and adults) loved it.  
Praise God for the many gifts shared. 
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MUSIC SUNDAY AND BREAD 
AND CUP COMMUNION  - God 
has abundantly blessed our 
congregation with musical talent.  On 
June 7th, we will lift up our Lord through various 

instrumental and vocal offerings.  Come 
and hear the music and be uplifted by 
this special service.  A big thanks to 
those who lead and direct our music 
program, as well as those who give of 

their time for practices.  Together we can “make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord.”  And, on this Sunday 
for praise through song and word, we will also 
observe the sacrament of Communion.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY is June 14 and the 
children and youth are getting ready!  This day, 
organized by the Christian Education Commission, 
provides a time for the children to share some of 
what they’ve learned in their Sunday School 
classes, during the morning Worship Service.  The 
children and teachers have been working on what 
they’ll be sharing for several weeks.  We hope 
you’ll come and support them on this Sunday set 
aside for their sharing time.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RECOGNITION OF 
GRADUATES will also be a part of 

the Worship Service on the 14th.  
Following our worship, a reception will 

follow in honor of the graduates.  We’re 
so proud of the following graduates: 
   JULIE DETWEILER, graduating from 
Quakertown Community High School, has plans to 
attend Bucks County Community College, majoring 
in elementary education. 
 KARI DIETERLY will be graduating from 
Southern Lehigh High School.  Her future plans 
after graduation are to move to Jacksonville, N.C.  
to attend Community College in the area  
 TAYLOR VANDEGRIFT, graduating 
from Quakertown Community High School, will be 
attending Pennsylvania College of Technology in 
Williamsport, Pa.  He will be working toward a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Automotive 
Technology Management.  With his degree, he 
plans to either open his own garage, work 
under someone to get experience, or possibly 
become a tech school teacher. 
 JEFF YORGEY will be graduating 
from Salisbury High School.  He plans to 
attend Lebanon Valley College with a double 
major in Music Composition and Physics.  
Right after school he plans to use his physics 
degree to work for a speaker company, such as 
Bose, to design speaker systems.  This, he says, 
will support him until his music career takes 
off.  Eventually he plans to write Film Score in 
Hollywood. 
 JASON HARING graduated in 
December 2008 from Pennsylvania College of 
Technology in Williamsport, Pa. with an 

Associate Degree in Building Technology.  He’s 
already busy working! 
 SHAUN DONNELLY is graduating from 
Quakertown Community High School.  He plans to 
work for about a year while making plans for 
further education in the production of video games.  
 

A NEW ADDITION TO OUR CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER … BOOK REVIEWS BY 
SANDY SHEARER:  “READING IS GREAT!  
Growing up I wasn’t a reader.  Someone told me to just 
try; just start by reading 10 minutes a day and go from 
there.  Books are entertaining and a great escape.  It’s 
also important what you read when choosing a novel; 
you need to be careful you aren’t filling your heart and 
mind with words that could harm you or draw you away 
from the Lord.  I have a great starting book for you – 
“Heritage of Lancaster County” by Beverly Lewis.  In 
this volume she has written three books.  They’re all 
easy to read and once you start you will find it hard to 
put down.  “The Confession”, “The Shunning”, and 
“The Reckoning” are stories of a young Amish woman 
named Katie who finds something in the attic from her 
past, and how that “something” affects her future.  
Beverly Lewis has written many other books about 
Amish characters that face real problems in the world.  
This book is in our library and I also have a copy I 
would be happy to loan.”                  By: Sandy Shearer 
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THANKS TO ALL THOSE who 
contributed to the Change For Life 

fundraiser to benefit Crossroads 
Pregnancy Care.  So far $200 plus a lot 
of change (which hasn’t been counted 

yet) has been collected.  Next month we’ll let you 
know the grand total.  It’s not too late to return the 
baby bottles if you haven’t yet.  Every donation 
helps and is most appreciated.  

- Linda Fawcett 
-  

“Prayer” 
I do not always bend the knee to pray. 

I often pray in crowded city street, 
In some hard crisis of a busy day; 

Prayer is my sure and comforting retreat. 
 

“Dear Lord, Thy help,” my lips cry silently; 
From swiftly moving train my prayer ascends; 

My heaven is not afar, but near to me, 
And ever from His throne my Father bends. 

 
Here at my office desk I crave His aid; 

No matter where I am, I crave His care; 
In moments when my soul is most afraid 

It comforts most to know He’s everywhere.” 
By: George Elliston 

 
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST – The Women’s 
Fellowship will once again hold a special Father’s 
Day Breakfast for ALL men and boys on Saturday, 
June 20 at 9:00am.  We have a special speaker lined 
up for that morning who we believe will prove to be 
both entertaining and informative.  Please bring 
your Dad, your son, your friends and co-workers.  
We’re looking forward to serving the men. 

- Juli Thomas, Women’s Fellowship 
 
 
 

 
WHEN YOU GO SHOPPING, could you 
purchase a few of these items that are needed at 
Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry?  Take this list 
with you:  Baked beans, canned corn, Spam, 
canned white potatoes, canned stewed 
tomatoes.  Many in our community are 
blessed by the food we’re able to provide 
through Heaven’s Bounty.  Thank you for your 
support. 

THE ANNUAL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL PICNIC, sponsored 
by the Christian Ed. 

Commission, is Sunday, June 28, 
immediately following the Worship Service.  Hot 
dogs, hamburgers as well as beverages, will be 
provided.  We ask that anyone attending provide a 
dish to pass and/or a dessert.  If you have health 
issues and are in need of something other than the 
usual picnic fare, please let someone from Christian 
Ed. know.  Also, bring some games you would 
enjoy to share.  Perhaps we could get a game of 
kickball, softball, or volleyball going for a fun time 
of fellowship.  Let’s all be in prayer for a weather-
perfect day and that He would bless our fellowship. 

- Juli Thomas, Christian Ed. Commission  
 

SON ROCK, KIDS CAMP:  SUMMER 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is scheduled for 
July 13 – 17 from 6:30pm – 8:45pm.  The Theme is 
SON ROCK, KIDS CAMP.  There will be classes 
for children age 3 through Junior High.   A sign-up 
sheet will be posted in the church and we ask that 
you pray about how you feel the Lord calling you to 
help in this very important community outreach.  
This is a fun way to introduce children to Jesus, or 
help them get to know Him better through Bible 
lessons, singing, crafts and more.   

During the week of VBS, students will explore 
what it means to be:   

• Accepted by Jesus  
• Protected by Jesus  
• Saved by Jesus  
• Forgiven by Jesus 
• Living for Jesus.   

The Junior and Senior High youth will be asked to 
help in various areas of our VBS.  If you would like 
to register your children for this fun week, please 
call the church.  Hope to see you there!  

This week will be a “mountaintop experience 
they’ll never forget”. 

- Judy Menszak & Karen Steich 
Bible School Co-Directors 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
LOOKING AHEAD … Come to “Wednesday Night 
Family Night” on July 29th.  We’re sponsoring a FREE 
picnic dinner, ice cream and a movie.  Bring the entire 
family, your lawn chairs, or a blanket and enjoy some 
special time with your family and families from our 
church and community.  Be watching for more info. 

- Rose Fear, Witness Commission 
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 IT’S ALL HOW WE LOOK AT IT … As we journey on through life we have many choices and decisions 
we must make.  One of the more important ones has to do with our outlook on life.  When troubles, hardships, 
or limitations come our way (as they often do), we can choose to focus on them, or on the many blessings that 
remain in our lives.  Fanny Crosby was a prolific writer of hymns, having written thousands during her 
lifetime.  She was only six weeks old when improper treatment of an eye infection left her blind.  She lived 
to be 94 years of age, yet did not begin writing hymns until she was past the age of 40.  Some hymns 
credited to her include: 
  

“A Wonderful Savior Is Jesus”             “Blessed Assurance” 
  “I Am Thine, O Lord”          “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 
  “Praise Him, Praise Him!”     “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
  “To God Be the Glory” 
 
These hymns all contain very powerful, moving words which take on an even greater meaning when we 
consider her situation.  She is an example of one who focused not on her hardships but on her unending 
blessings from God.  When faced with hardships or difficulties of our own, we should remember the words 
penned by Fanny before she was 13 years old:   

“O what a happy soul am I 
Although I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this life 
Contented I will be. 

How many pleasures I enjoy 
That other people don’t, 

To weep and sigh because I’m blind, 
I cannot, and I won’t.” 

Keep looking up! (And count those blessings!) 
 

“ABANDONED”
Utterly abandoned to the Holy Ghost! 
Seeking all His fullness at whatever cost; 
Cutting all the shore-lines, launching in the deep 
Of His might power – strong to save and keep. 
 
Utterly abandoned to the Holy Ghost! 
Oh! The sinking, sinking, until self is lost! 
Until the emptied vessel lies broken at His feet; 
Waiting till His filling shall make the work complete. 
 
Utterly abandoned to the will of God; 
Seeking for no other path than my Master trod; 
Leaving ease and pleasure, making Him my choice, 
Waiting for His guidance, listening for His voice. 
 
 

Utterly abandoned! No will of my own; 
For time and for eternity, His, and His alone; 
All my plans and purposes lost in His sweet will 
Having nothing, yet in Him all things possessing still. 
 
Utterly abandoned! ‘tis so sweet to be 
Captive in His bonds of love, yet so wondrous free; 
Free from sin’s entanglements, free from doubt and fear, 
Free from every worry, burden, grief or care. 
 
Lo! He comes and fills me, Holy Spirit sweet! 
I, in Him, am satisfied! I, in Him, complete! 
And the light within my soul shall nevermore grow dim 
While I keep my covenant – abandoned unto Him! 

 

(Readings Submitted By: Linda Fawcett & Ann Dieterly) 



        FIRST CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN       
              JUNE 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS      

Monday June 1 Church Board Meeting – 7:00pm 
Tuesday June 2 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Wednesday June 3 Senior Adult Day at Camp Swatara – Meet at the Church at 8:15am (NO 11:00am 

Bible Study) * Time of Prayer and Bible Study – 6:45pm 
Thursday June 4 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Friday June 5  
Saturday June 6 Work Day at the Church – 9:00am – ALL MEN, WOMEN & YOUTH INVITED! 
Sunday June 7 Sunday School – 9:00am (Classes for ALL ages)  

Worship / Music Sunday & Bread & Cup Communion– 10:00am *  
Nursing Home Services: Quakertown Manor– 1:30pm &  

Belle Haven - 2:15pm
Monday June 8 Women’s Fellowship Meeting – 7:00pm 
Tuesday June 9 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Wednesday June 10 Bible Study – 11:00am * Time of Prayer and Bible Study – 6:45pm 
Thursday June 11 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Friday June 12  
Saturday June 13 Work Day at the Church – 9:00am – ALL MEN, WOMEN & YOUTH INVITED! 
Sunday June 14 Sunday School – 9:00am (Classes for ALL ages) *  

Worship / Children’s Day and Graduate Recognition & Reception – 10:00am 
Young Adult Sharing and Goal Setting Meeting after church 

Monday June 15 Commission Meetings 
Tuesday June 16 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm *  

Sunshine Stitchers – 7:00pm 
Wednesday June 17 Bible Study – 11:00am * Time of Prayer and Bible Study – 6:45pm 
Thursday June 18 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Friday June 19  
Saturday June 20 ALL Men & Boy’s Breakfast Sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship in Honor of 

Father’s Day – 9:00am 
Sunday June 21 Sunday School – 9:00am (Classes for ALL ages) *  

Worship / Happy Father’s Day – 10:00am 
Monday June 22 Church Board Meeting – 7:00pm 
Tuesday June 23 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
Wednesday June 24 Bible Study – 11:00am * Time of Prayer and Bible Study – 6:45pm 
Thursday June 25 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm  
Friday June 26  
Saturday June 27  
Sunday June 28 Sunday School – 9:00am (Classes for ALL ages) *  

Outdoor Worship – 10:00am - Followed by a family picnic, 
sponsored by Christian Ed. Commission – Everyone Invited! 

Monday June 29  
Tuesday June 30 Heaven’s Bounty Food Pantry – Hours: 9:30am – 2:00pm 
   
 
 

MARK YOUR JULY CALENDAR –  
SUMMER VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JULY 13 – JULY 17 
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